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T E X A S

“. . . you want to know more
about the world closer to home.”
Now that your globe has shown you the worldwide
picture, you want to know more about the world
closer to home. How has geography influenced the
history of your community? What features or
resources brought settlers there? Choose one of
these options. Look in the Data File for information.

ACTIVITIES
1. Make a time line of major events in the growth 

of your community. If possible, begin with the Native
Americans who originally inhabited the area. Include
the arrival of immigrants from various places.

2. Draw or trace an outline of your state. Then make a 
thematic map of its major products and industries. Use
words or symbols (such as a cow, a factory, a com-
puter) and create a map key to identify each product.
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HISTORY/ECONOMICS CHALLENGE

Suppose that someone has given you a globe as a gift.
What a great present! Unlike a flat map, your globe gives
you a more accurate view of the world. Best of all, this
new globe is programmable. You can input new informa-
tion about different features and places on Earth. In fact,
the manufacturer has set up a contest—the Global
Game—giving prizes for the best and most creative
approaches to programming the globe. Good luck!

COOPERATIVE LEARNING On these pages are chal-
lenges you will meet in trying to win the Global 
Game. Working with a small group, choose which 
one you want to solve. Divide the work among group
members. Look for helpful information in the Data
File. Keep in mind that you will present your solution
to the class.

ST
ATE CAPITAL

AustinAustin

Investigate Your World

HISTORY/ECONOMICS CHALLENGE

022-023 Chapter 1/EH  10/17/02  11:36 AM  Page 22



WORLD STATISTICS

• Circumference at Equator:
24,902 mi.

• Earth’s speed of orbit: 18.5 mi./sec.

• Total area: 197,000,000 sq. mi.;
land area: 57,900,000 sq. mi.

• Highest point: 29,035 ft.—
Mt. Everest.

• Lowest point: 35,800 ft. below 
sea level—Marianas Trench,
Pacific Ocean.

• Lowest point on land: 1,312 ft.
below sea level, Dead Sea, Israel
and Jordan.

HIGHEST ELEVATIONS BY
CONTINENT

• Asia: Mt. Everest, Nepal–Tibet,
29,035 ft.

• South America: Mt. Aconcagua,
Argentina–Chile, 22,834 ft.

• North America: Mt. McKinley (Denali),
Alaska, 20,320 ft.

• Africa: Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania,
19,340 ft.

• Europe: Mt. Elbrus, Russia, 18,510 ft.

• Antarctica: Vinson Massif, 16,066 ft.

• Western Europe: Mont Blanc, France,
15,771 ft.

• Australia: Mt. Kosciusko, 7,310 ft.

SOME MAJOR RIVER SYSTEMS

• Nile, Africa: 4,160 mi.

• Amazon, South America: 4,080 mi.

• Mississippi–Missouri, North
America (U.S.): 3,740 mi.

• Chang Jiang (Yangtze), China:
3,915 mi.

• Yenisey, Russia: 2,566 mi.

• Plata, South America: 3,030 mi.

• Huang He (Yellow), China: 3,010 mi.

• Congo (Zaire), Africa: 2,880 mi.

To learn more about Earth’s geography, go to

CL AS SZONE .COM

RESEARCH LINKS

“. . . you are taken on an audio journey 
to new places.”
Your new globe has built-in sensors activated by a laser wand. When
you point the wand at a spot on the globe, you are taken on an audio
journey to new places. The sound clip introduces you to a place’s cul-
ture—the things that make it unique.

As part of the Global Game, the manufacturer is looking for new
ways to present this information. What will you include in your
approach? How can you add to the globe’s popular appeal? Choose 
one of these options. Look in the Data File for help.

ACTIVITIES
1. Choose one continent and write a script about it for a seven-minute “audio

journey.” Remember to include information about geographic features as
well as aspects of culture.

2. Design another geography game that the manufacturer can use to market
its globe. The game should appeal to students of your age. Write a brief
description of the game and its rules.

LANGUAGE ARTS CHALLENGE

As a group, review your solution to the challenge you
selected. Then present your solution to the class.

Activity Wrap-UpActivity Wrap-Up
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LANGUAGE ARTS CHALLENGE

NICKNAME

POPULATION
Lone Star

State
Lone Star

State

20,851,820*

*2000 
U.S. Census

DATA FILEDATA FILE

022-023 Chapter 1/EH  10/17/02  11:36 AM  Page 23

http://www.classzone.com/books/wc_eastern/page_build.cfm?content=links_challenge_u1&u=1
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