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Different Places, Different Cultures
Indian soldiers and British officials belonged to cultures with dif-
ferent beliefs. The British came from a region of the world where
most people ate the meat of pigs and cows. The Indians lived in
a region where most people did not. A culture region is an area
of the world in which many people share similar beliefs, history,
and languages. The people in a culture region may have religion,
technology, and ways of earning a living in common as well. They
may grow and eat similar foods, wear similar kinds of clothes, and
build houses in similar styles.

TERMS & NAMES
culture region
interdependence

The world can be divided into
regions according to culture.

Understanding other cultures can
help you understand how people 
in other regions live and think.

MAIN IDEA WHY IT MATTERS NOW 

MEERUT, INDIA, MAY 10, 1857—

Indian troops serving in the army

of the British East India Company

rebelled today. Reasons given for

the revolt include anger at the

way the company has been taking

over Indian lands and a lack of

respect for Indian customs. The

immediate cause was the new

Enfield rifles issued to the troops.

To load them, soldiers have to bite

off the ends of the cartridges. 

Word quickly spread that the

cartridges were greased with cow

and pig fat. This was an insult to

both Hindu and Muslim soldiers.

Hindus hold cows sacred and never

kill them. Muslims believe the

meat of pigs is unclean. 

Place • The rebellion in Meerut spread to

the city of Lucknow and left the Chutter

Munzil Palace in ruins. �

Culture • Cows
are sacred to
Hindus in 
India. ▲

Many Regions,
Many Cultures
Many Regions,
Many Cultures
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The World’s Culture Regions
The map above shows the
major culture regions of the
world. Latin America is one
culture region. The Spanish

and Portuguese languages help to tie its people
together. So does its common history. Southwest
Asia and North Africa is another culture region.
Most countries in this region share a common
desert climate and landscape. People have
adapted to the desert in similar ways, thus creat-
ing a common culture. Islam, which is the major
religion in this region, also helps shape a com-
mon culture.

Usually, not every person in a region belongs
to the dominant, or mainstream, culture. Some
regions are multicultural. For example, the
United States and Canada contain other cultures
besides the dominant one. Although most people
in this region speak English, many people in 
eastern Canada speak French. Many people in the
United States speak Spanish, especially in 
the Southwest. In both countries, Catholics,
Protestants, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists, and mem-
bers of other religions all flourish.
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IslandsGEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER:

Interpreting a Map
1. Region • How many culture

regions are shown on this map?

2. Location • Name three 
culture regions in the Eastern
Hemisphere.

Culture Regions of the World

A. Recognizing
Important
Details Name
two characteristics 
that make the
United States 
multicultural.

Children Invent Language In the
late 1700s, most people in Hawaii
spoke English or native Hawaiian. As
people began immigrating to Hawaii
to work on the sugar cane plantations,
they brought their native languages
with them: Japanese, Chinese, Korean,
Spanish, and Portuguese.

At school, the children of these
immigrants began speaking a form 
of English that was a blend of native
Hawaiian, Pidgin English, Pidgin
Hawaiian, and their native languages,
especially Portuguese. Eventually,
children began to learn this form of
English as their native language. This
was the beginning of Hawaii Creole
English, and it soon became the lan-
guage of the majority of Hawaiians.
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Write a dialogue between you and a visitor from another country in which you explain what
makes the culture in your region different from others.

SECTION ASSESSMENT

Terms & Names
1. Identify: (a) culture region (b) interdependence

Taking Notes
2. Use a chart to list the major 

culture regions of the world.

Main Ideas
3. (a) List at least three things people

in a culture region may have in
common.

(b) Which continents have more
than one culture region?

(c) What is one cause of cultural
change?

Critical Thinking
4. Clarifying

Why might Brazilian coffee at your
local supermarket suddenly cost
more?

Think About
◆ price-setting
◆ coffee supplies

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Major Culture Regions of the World

Region • Home
life can differ
greatly in
different culture
regions,
sometimes
depending on a
region’s climate
or natural
resources. ▲

Culture Regions Change For thousands of years, culture regions
have changed and evolved as they have borrowed culture traits from
one another. They have also come to depend upon each other eco-
nomically. Decisions and events in one part of the world affect other
parts. Advances in transportation and communication have
increased this interdependence. When oil-producing nations in
the Middle East raise the price of oil, for example, the price of gaso-
line at the neighborhood gas station is likely to rise. If there is an
especially abundant banana crop in parts of Latin America, the
price of bananas may drop at the local grocery store. More and
more, people of different countries are becoming part of one world.
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