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SKILLBUILDER

Making a Generalization
»» Defining the Skill

To make generalizations means to make broad judgments based on information. When
you make generalizations, you should gather information from several sources.

»» Applying the Skill
The following three passages contain different information on the government of ancient

Athens. Use the strategies listed below to make a generalization about Athenian govern-
ment based on the passages.

How to Make a

Generalization @ Athenian citizens took part in political debates and
Strategy @ Look for all the informa- voted on laws, but not everyone who lived in Athens

tion that the sources have in common. These enjoyed these rights. Participation in government was

three sources all explain about Athenian limited to free, adult males whose fathers had been citizens
government. in Athens.
Strategy © Form a generalization that

describes ancient Athenian government in a In return for playing their parts as soldiers or sailors, @

way that all three sources would support. ordinary Athenians insisted on controlling the government.
State your generalization in a sentence.

—World Cultures and Geography

—Encyclopaedia Britannica

Make a Chart Unlike representative democracies or republics, in which
Using a chart can help you make one man is elected to speak for many, Athens was a true @
generalizations. The chart below democracy: every citizen spoke for himself.

shows how the information you just —Classical Greece
read can be used to generalize about

the government of ancient Athens.

d Athenian citizens took
part in political debates Generalizations: 1)
and voted on laws. In ancient Athens, the govern- Athens was a true

ment Was a democracy in which democracy: every citizen
Ordinary Athenians ordinary people regularly spoke for himself.
insisted on controlling took part.

the government.

»» Practicing the Skill

Turn to Chapter 3, Section 2, “Ancient Greece.” Read the sections on literature and
philosophy. Also read about ancient Greek writings in an encyclopedia, a library book,
or on the Internet. Then make a chart like the one above to form a generalization
about the importance of knowledge and learning to the ancient Greeks.
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