
Europe: War 
and Change
SECTION 1 European Empires

SECTION 2 Europe at War

SECTION 3 The Soviet Union
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Place Berlin’s Kaiser Wilhelm
Memorial Church remains 
semi-destroyed as a monument 
to World War II. Germany has 
since rebuilt its cities. It is 
once again an important part 
of Europe’s economy, politics,
and culture.

Europe: War 
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What do you think?
♦ How might the differences

among Europeans cause
conflict?

♦ How might the closeness of
so many countries help to
unite Europe?

How has Europe’s small landmass
affected its history?
How has Europe’s small landmass
affected its history?
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Place • The continent of Europe is home to more than 40 coun-
tries. Yet, it is approximately the same size as the United States.
Since many European nations share borders with several other
countries, Europeans often speak three or more languages.
Across Europe, approximately 50 languages are spoken.

Europe is densely populated. In fact, the continent has 
almost three times as many people as the United States. So
many people, living so close together, has sometimes led to 
competition and warfare over land and resources.
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>> What Do You Know?
Do you know that during World War I, armies trained dogs to guard supplies and
assist soldiers? What do you know about World War I and World War II? Have you
ever seen a movie or read a book about either conflict? What do you hear in the
news about current events in Europe? Think about how events in Europe in the
past century might have contributed to life there today.

>> What Do You Want to Know?
Decide what you know about Europe’s history in the 1900s and what it is like
there today. In your notebook, record what you hope to learn from this chapter.

BEFORE YOU READ

READ AND TAKE NOTES
Reading Strategy: Analyzing Causes and Effects
Analyzing causes and effects is an essential skill for
understanding what you read in social studies,
because events are caused by other events or 
situations. This sequence is called a chain of events.
Understanding which causes lead to which events is
essential in understanding history and other areas
of social studies. Use the chart below to show caus-
es and effects discussed in Chapter 5.

• Copy the chart into your notebook.
• As you read, record causes and effects for each

event.
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Region • During World War I, armies trained dogs to
assist them. �

Region • The image of the 
hammer and sickle became the
symbol of the Soviet Union. �

Causes Event Effects

World War I

World War II

Growth of Soviet Union
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