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Linking Past and Present

The Legacy of Europe

Movable Type

Before Johann Gutenberg (1395-1468)
invented the printing press in Germany,
European monks copied books by hand.
Movable type made it
possible to print multiple
copies of books quickly,
allowing people access
to them. The printing
process advanced greatly
in the 1930s. By the
mid-1940s, printed
works included complex
illustrations and color. Early printing press A
Today, people create text

and images and print them

directly from their computers.

" Nitroglycerin

For almost 20 years, Alfred Nobel (1833-1896), shown at left,
worked on developing a way to safely contain and ignite
nitroglycerin, a powerful explosive. Eventually, chemists and
doctors realized that nitroglycerin widens blood vessels and
can be used to treat patients with heart conditions. Given in
tablet, patch, or oral-spray form, nitroglycerin has saved
countless lives.

Architecture

The White House in Washington,
D.C., is one of many buildings in the
United States that have been influ-
enced by Roman architecture. Roman
buildings often featured vaulted
domes, columns, and large interior
spaces. This type of architecture has
influenced other buildings in the
United States, including many banks
and courthouses.
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Democracy Find Out More
About It!
Around 500 B.c., several Study the text and

Greek city-states established
democracies, replacing their
single-ruler governments.

The word democracy derives
from two Greek words:
demos, meaning “people,”
and kratos, meaning “power.”
Today, the idea of rule by the
people is found around the
world, from the United States
to France to India.

photos on these

pages to learn about
inventions, creations,
and contributions that
have come from Europe.
Then choose the item
that interests you the
most and use the library
or the Internet to learn
more about it. Use

the information you

gather to create a
The agora, or marketplace, of ancient Athens was poster celebrating
often the scene of political activities. A

the contribution.

()
=,- RESEARCH LINKS

CLASSZONE.COM

Yacht V

European
Languages

Many words of different
European languages have

made their way into English.

For example, the word dinner

is actually French in origin. As
English people traveled and settled
around the world, they borrowed words Flamingo »
from such European languages as German, Spanish, and
Norwegian to use in their everyday communication. Examples
of some of these words we use today are kindergarten
(German), dinner (French), yacht (Dutch), corridor (Italian),
vanilla (Spanish), flamingo (Portuguese), robot (Czech),
and ski (Norwegian).
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