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Europeans want to maintain a high
quality of life for all citizens while
preserving their unique cultures.

A prosperous and culturally diverse
Europe provides goods and markets
for the rest of the world.

MAIN IDEA WHY IT MATTERS NOW 

Western Europe Today
Today, in Western Europe, all national leaders share their power
with elected lawmakers. Citizens take part in government by vot-
ing and through membership in a variety of political parties. The
Unit Atlas on pages 54–63 shows modern Europe.

TERMS & NAMES
European Union
currency
euro
tariff
standard of living
Court of Justice

WESTERN EUROPE, DECEMBER 2001—Starting 
next month, people in many Western European
nations will begin trading their old bills and coins for
euros—the new money of the European Union (EU).
The design of the bills, below, is the same for all 
EU members.

The design of the euro coins, however, will be dif-
ferent. Individual countries are minting their own. As
shown here, one side has a standard euro design. The
other side has national symbols that
relate to each country. In 1996, artists
and sculptors from all over Europe
entered a contest to design the coins.
The winner was Luc Luycx (lewk lowx)
from Belgium.

The European
Union
The European
Union

Region • Euros
will reach the
European 
market in 
January 2002. �
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The European Union Many countries of
Western Europe belong to a group called the
European Union (EU). At first, countries joined
the EU to encourage trade. This economic group,
however, is becoming a loose political union.

Many former Communist countries of
Eastern Europe want to join the Union too.
They know that membership will help them
economically and politically. Eastern European
countries, however, cannot automatically join
the EU. Many must first make legal, economic,
and environmental improvements. The EU has
agreed to include them over time. With a possible
membership of more than 20 nations by 2003,
the EU may be the best hope for European peace
and prosperity.

Regional Governments In Western Europe,
each nation also has regional governments,
similar to those of individual states in the
United States. Regional governments are
demanding—and receiving—greater power. As
a result, many people in Western Europe enjoy
increased self-rule and participation in the
political process.

In 2001, the EU
gave initial
approval to the
Czech Republic,
Estonia, Hungary,
Poland, and
Slovenia to join in
the near future.
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Members of the
European Union, 2001

Region • The
headquarters 
of the European
Central Bank 
is located in
Frankfurt,
Germany. �
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EU Economies
Traditionally, each European nation has had its
own currency, or system of money. The EU is
meant to make international trade much sim-
pler. With more Europeans using the euro, the
currency of the EU, currency no longer has to be
exchanged every time a payment crosses a border.

Improved Trade To encourage trade, members
have also done away with tariffs on the goods
they trade with one another. A tariff is a duty or
fee that must be paid on exported goods, mak-
ing them more expensive. EU members have
lifted border controls as well. This means that
goods, services, and people flow freely among
these member nations.

Another goal of the EU is to achieve eco-
nomic equality among its members. To reach
this goal, EU members are sharing their wealth.
Poorer countries such as Ireland receive money
to help them build businesses.

A Higher Standard of Living Member nations
hope that increased trade and shared wealth will
help give all citizens of the EU a high standard
of living. A person’s standard of living, or qual-
ity of life, is based on the availability of goods
and services.

People who have a high standard of living
have enough food and housing, good trans-
portation and communications, and access to
schools and health care. They also have a high
rate of literacy, meaning that most adults are
able to read.

Additional Benefits The members of the EU are helping the
countries of Eastern Europe to raise their environmental stan-
dards. They are willing to pay up to 75 percent of the cost for a
new waste treatment system in Romania, for example. The pro-
gram includes recycling centers for paper, glass, and plastics. It
will clean up and close old dumping grounds, which were leaking
pollution into the ground water.
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Tourism For many European
nations, tourism is an important
part of the economy. In fact, the
continent represents about 60 per-
cent of the world’s tourist market.
Visitors come to enjoy Europe’s 
climate, historic sites, museums,
and food.

Popular destinations include
Spain, Italy, Austria, and the
United Kingdom. France, below, is
the most visited country in the
world. In 1999, it hosted more
than 73 million tourists.

Some EU nations,
including the
United Kingdom
and Denmark,
have not agreed 
to give up their
existing currency.

A. Clarifying
How would
improved trade
raise the standard
of living?
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B. Identifying
Problems What
are the main
problems facing
the European
Union?

Region • Many
Europeans center
their social lives
around urban
sidewalk cafés,
such as this one
in Italy. �

The EU also runs programs that train people for jobs. As cit-
izens of a member nation, people are not limited to a job in their
own country. They may work in any part of the EU. They can
even vote in local elections wherever they live. In addition, the
EU’s Court of Justice protects the rights of all its citizens in
whichever member country they live.

Cultural Diversity
Although many European nations are part of the EU, they still
have their own distinct cultural traditions. These traditions may
include different languages, unique foods, certain ways of doing
business, and even special games and celebrations. Many of these
traditions developed over hundreds of years.

Some nations are a mix of several cultures. In Belgium, for
example, Flemings live in the north and speak Dutch. Another
major group, the Walloons, lives in the south. They speak French.
A third group of German-speaking Belgians lives in the eastern
part of the country. Many Belgian cities include people from all
three groups.

City Life Many of the world’s famous and exciting cities are
located in Western Europe. London, Madrid, Paris, Amsterdam,
and Rome are just a few of the major centers for the arts, busi-
ness, and learning. These cities are centuries old, and Europeans
work hard to preserve them.

Europeans also take pride in the conveniences that their cities
offer. Most major urban areas have excellent public transportation,
including subways, buses, and trains. Sidewalk cafés are also popu-
lar, where people come to meet friends, eat, and relax.
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Choose one photograph from this section that shows a place in Europe. Write a postcard or e-mail to
a friend or family member as if you were there. What sights and sounds will you describe?

SECTION ASSESSMENT

Taking Notes
2. Use a chart like this one to com-

pare aspects of city life and coun-
try life in Europe.

Main Ideas
3. (a) Describe the importance of the

new shared currency that is
based on the euro.

(b) Can any European country
automatically join the EU? Why
or why not? 

(c) List at least two benefits, other
than a shared currency, for
countries that are members of
the EU.

Critical Thinking
4. Synthesizing

Why may the EU be the best hope
for European peace and prosperity?

Think About
◆ the number of member countries
◆ the goals of the EU 
◆ modern European conflicts

Terms & Names
1. Identify: (a) European Union (EU) (b) currency (c) euro

(d) tariff (e) standard of living ( f ) Court of Justice 

City Life Country Life

Many European
families cannot
make a living on a
small farm. The
government may
offer support to
such families, to
help preserve 
the nation’s rural
culture.

Region • The
quaint European
countryside is a
popular tourist
attraction. �

Country Life European cities have much to offer, but the coun-
tryside is also popular—especially for vacationers. The Italian
region of Tuscany (TUSK•uh•nee) and the French region of
Provence (proh•VONSE) are two of the best-known examples of
the many beautiful rural areas.

Small European villages may have only a café, a grocery store,
a post office, a town square, and a collection of houses. Many
families who live in such areas have been farming or raising ani-
mals on the same land for generations. Some even live in houses
that their families have owned for hundreds of years.
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