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MOST DIAMONDS:
Africa produces about 50 percent of the
world’s diamonds.

GOLD RESERVES:
South Africa produces 495 tons of gold
per year—about 30 percent of the
world’s total—and accounts for more
than half of the world’s known reserves.

COUNTRY WITH LEAST RAINFALL:
Namibia, with 10.63 in. per yr.

Resources of Africa South of the Sahara

Africa South of the Sahara–U.S. Landmass and Population

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting
Maps and Visuals
1. Place • Which country has the greatest number of

mineral resources?
2. Region • Find Lesotho on the map on page 484. What

are some issues that might arise due to its location? 
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting
Maps and Visuals
1. Movement • In which two countries is Afrikaans 

spoken?
2. Place • Name two countries that have low population

densities.

LARGEST FAMILY OF LANGUAGES:
Niger-Congo language family, with 890
known member languages 

FEWEST PHONES:
Africa has less than 2 percent of the
world’s telephone lines. Most Africans
have to travel two hours to find a phone.
Eighty percent of the world’s population
has never placed a phone call. More
people use the Internet in London than in
all of Africa.

MOST SPARSELY POPULATED:
After Mongolia, Namibia is the most
sparsely populated country in the
world, with 5.7 people per square mile.

Languages of Africa South of the Sahara

Population Density of Africa South of the Sahara

Atlas 281
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Birthrate 
(per 1,000 pop.)

(2000)

Country
Flag

Country/Capital Currency Population 
(2001 estimate)

Life
Expectancy

(years)

Angola
Luanda

Benin
Porto-Novo

10,366,000

6,591,000

Botswana
Gaborone

Burkina Faso
Ouagadougou

Burundi
Bujumbura

Cameroon
Yaoundé

Cape Verde
Praia

Central African
Republic
Bangui

Chad
N’Djamena

Comoros
Moroni

Congo, Democratic
Republic of the
Kinshasa
Congo, Republic
of the
Brazzaville

Djibouti
Djibouti

Equatorial
Guinea
Malabo
Eritrea
Asmara

Ethiopia
Addis Ababa

1,586,000

12,272,000

6,224,000

15,803,000

405,000

3,577,000

8,707,000

596,000

53,625,000

2,894,000

16,393,000

461,000

486,000

4,298,000

65,892,000
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CFA Franc
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CFA Franc
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Infant Mortality 
(per 1,000 live births)

(2000)

Doctors
(per 100,000 pop.)

(1997–1998)

Literacy Rate
(percentage)
(1996–1998)

Map 
(not to scale)

Passenger Cars
(per 1,000 pop.)

(1991–1998)

Total Area 
(square miles)
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Birthrate 
(per 1,000 pop.)

(2000)

Country
Flag

Country/Capital Currency Population 
(2001 estimate)

Life
Expectancy

(years)

Gabon
Libreville

Gambia, The
Banjul

1,221,000

1,411,000

Ghana
Accra

Guinea
Conakry

Guinea-Bissau
Bissau

Kenya
Nairobi

Lesotho
Maseru

Liberia
Monrovia

Madagascar
Antananarivo

Malawi
Lilongwe

Mali
Bamako

Mauritania
Nouakchott

Mozambique
Maputo

Namibia
Windhoek

Niger
Niamey

Nigeria
Abuja

19,894,000

7,614,000

1,316,000

30,766,000

2,177,000

3,226,000

15,983,000

10,548,000

11,009,000

2,747,000

1,190,000

19,371,000

1,798,000

10,355,000

126,636,000
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Birthrate 
(per 1,000 pop.)

(2000)

Country
Flag

Country/Capital Currency Population 
(2001 estimate)

Life
Expectancy

(years)

Rwanda
Kigali

São Tomé and
Príncipe
São Tomé

7,313,000

165,000

Senegal
Dakar

Seychelles
Victoria

Sierra Leone
Freetown

Somalia
Mogadishu

South Africa,
Pretoria/Cape
Town/Bloemfontein

Swaziland
Mbabane

Tanzania
Dar es Salaam 

Togo
Lomé

Uganda
Kampala

Zambia
Lusaka

10,285,000

80,000

5,427,000

7,489,000

43,586,000

1,104,000
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Infant Mortality 
(per 1,000 live births)
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Doctors
(per 100,000 pop.)

(1997–1998)

Literacy Rate
(percentage)
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Map 
(not to scale)
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Total Area 
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting a Chart
1. Place • How many more doctors does Cape Verde have than

Burkina Faso?
2. Place • How much higher is Lesotho’s literacy rate than Guinea’s?
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1

16

3

10,169

372
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246,200

471,445
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290,585

150,820
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