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MOST RAIN IN ONE MONTH:
Meghalaya, India, July 1861, 366 in.

WORLD’S LARGEST RIVER DELTA:
Ganges delta, Bangladesh

WORLD’S LARGEST ARCHIPELAGO:
Indonesia, 3,231 mi., 17,000 islands

HUGE TSUNAMI:
Java and Sumatra, 1883, 120-ft.-high
wave

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting
Maps and Visuals
1. Location • What mountain range lies in the north 

of India?
2. Place • Which two rivers form the Ganges delta?

Precipitation in Southern Asia

Southern Asia–United States Landmass and Population
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WORLD’S SECOND LARGEST
COUNTRY POPULATION:
India, 1,002,142,000 (2000)

WORLD’S TALLEST BUILDING:
Petronas Towers, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
1,483 ft.

WORLD’S LARGEST PRODUCER 
OF TEA:
Assam, India, 1,700,000 lbs. per yr.

SINKING CITY:
Bangkok, Thailand, sinking at about 
3 in. per yr.

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting
Maps and Visuals
1. Region • What country has the highest Hindu

population?
2. Place • Which country shares borders with India

and Afghanistan?

Religions of Southern Asia

Population Density of Southern Asia
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Birthrate 
(per 1,000 pop.)

(2000)

Country
Flag

Country/Capital Currency Population 
(2001)

(estimate)

Life
Expectancy
(years) (2000)

Afghanistan
Kabul

Bangladesh
Dhaka

26,813,000

131,270,000

Bhutan
Thimphu

Brunei
Bandar Seri 

Begawan

Cambodia
Phnom Penh

India
New Delhi
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Jakarta
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Data F i le
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Infant Mortality 
(per 1,000 live births)

(2000)

Doctors
(per 100,000 pop.)

(1992–1999)

Literacy Rate
(percentage)
(1996–1999)

Map 
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Birthrate 
(per 1,000 pop.)

(2000)

Country
Flag

Country/Capital Currency Population 
(2000 estimate)

Life
Expectancy

(years) (2000)

Sri Lanka
Colombo

Thailand
Bangkok

19,409,000

61,798,000

Vietnam
Hanoi 79,939,000
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20

Rupee
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Dong

Data F i le

372 UNIT 5

Mohandas Gandhi �

The Shwezigon Pagoda, a Buddhist temple in Myanmar �

The Ganges River Valley �
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Infant Mortality 
(per 1,000 live births)

(2000)

Doctors
(per 100,000 pop.)

(1992–1998)

Literacy Rate
(percentage)
(1996–1999)

Map 
(not to scale)
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting a Chart
1. Place • How much lower is Singapore’s birthrate than India’s?
2. Region • How much higher is the literacy rate in the Philippines than

in Laos?
Dancer in Rasa Lila drama in India �

Central Highlands in Sri Lanka �

Boys in Indonesia studying the Qur’an �
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