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East Asia, Australia, and the Pacific Islands–United States
Landmass and Population
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Vegetation of East Asia, Australia, and the Pacific Islands

ONLY IN AUSTRALIA:
Kangaroos, koalas, and platypuses are
found in the wild only in Australia.

HIGHEST MOUNTAIN IN 
THE WORLD:
Mt. Everest, 29,035 ft.

LONGEST RIVER:
Chang Jiang, 3,915 mi.

WORLD’S GREATEST 
VOLCANIC ERUPTION:
Taupo Volcano, New Zealand, around
A.D. 130; 33 billion tons of debris from
the eruption covered 20,000 sq. mi.

GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting
Maps and Visuals
1. Location • Name three rivers in East Asia.
2. Place • Which country in the region has tropical

grassland?
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting
Maps and Visuals
1. Place • Which country in this region has no coast?
2. Location • Name an island in this region that is

on the other side of the International Date Line
from Vanuatu.

LARGEST POPULATION IN
THE WORLD:
China, 1,273,111,000 (2001 estimate)

SPARSEST POPULATION IN
THE WORLD:
Mongolia, 4.4 people per sq. mi.

LARGEST CITY IN THE WORLD:
Tokyo, 26,444,000 (2000)

Religions of East Asia, Australia, and the Pacific Islands

The International Date Line
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Birthrate 
(per 1,000 pop.)
(2000 estimate)

Country
Flag

Country/Capital Currency Population 
(2001 estimate)

Life
Expectancy

(years)
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19,358,000
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China
Beijing 1,273,111,000 71 15Renminbi 

Japan
Tokyo 126,772,000 80 9Yen

Mongolia
Ulaanbaatar 2,655,000 63 20Tugrik

North Korea
Pyongyang 21,968,000 70 21Won

South Korea
Seoul 47,904,000 74 14Won

Taiwan
Taipei 22,370,000 75 13New Taiwan

Dollar

Data F i le
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31.4 161.7 82 4 3,704,427

3.5 193.2 99 367 143,619

34.1 243.3 83 8 604,247

26.0 297.0 99 N/A 46,609

11.0 136.1 98 2 38,022

6.6 100.0 94 198 13,887
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An Aborigine artist �

Easter Island stone heads �

Celebration in Beijing �

Data F i le
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting a Chart
1. Place • How much lower is Vanuatu’s literacy rate than

New Zealand’s?
2. Place • How much larger is Australia’s population than

Kiribati’s?
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Terraced rice fields in China �

A Chinese family �

A Shinto archway in Japan �
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